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finest quality. In a few months Yuanho had taken on some flesh;
by the end of the year he had completely recovered.
One day Yahsien said to her lover: "Your body is now strong
and your spirit firm. Now ponder well and see how much you
can remember of your old literary studies." After he thought a
while, he answered, "I can only remember two or three parts out
of ten." Then she ordered her carriage and drove to a bookshop
by the south side-gate near the Flag Tower followed by Yuanho
on horseback. Here she had him pick out all the books he needed,
costing a hundred pieces of gold. They put the books in the
carriage and drove home. She made him banish all other thoughts
from his mind and concentrate on his studies night and day. She
would sit up with him and they never went to bed until far past
midnight. When he was tired from his studies, she would have
him compose verses for relaxation.
In two years he had mastered his subjects and read all the books
then extant in the land. "Now I am ready to try the examinations!1*
he said to Yahsien, but the latter answered, "Not yet!" You must
acquire even more proficiency before you enter the lists." Another
year went by before Yahsien said to him, "Now you can try!"
And indeed he came out in the front rank at the first attempt.
So great was his fame that he overshadowed all the other candi-
dates, and when his compositions fell under the scrutiny of his
seniors, even they were filled with admiration and respect and
all sought his friendship.
Yahsien, however, would not let him relax in his efforts. "You
must not," she said to him, "fall into the folly of young students
of the time. The minute they pass their examinations, they begin
to think that high court posts are within their grasp and world-
wide reputations already established. Moreover, you cannot com-
pare yourself to other candidates because of your disreputable past.
You must, therefore, apply yourself even more diligently to your
studies in order to prepare for the next ordeal. Only then can you
hope to compete with the other scholars and establish your suprem-
acy among them."
Because of this wise counsel, Yuanho became even more indus-